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Nature is blooming, our wetlands are
lush, our woodlands are wild and our
meadows are plush! The insects are
buzzing, the grasslands are green,
there is so much wonder that’s come
from what'’s been.

Watchtree’s a haven, full of memories
and tales, so go grab your bike and
take to the trails, explore like a
wildling, taste the rain and

the sun, swoop like a

skylark and jump,

roll and run.

Search through the meadows for
bright butterflies like skippers and
ringlets and peacocks with eyes.
There are elephant hawk moths and
dragonflies too and bright orange
beetles to name but a few.

Down in the grass there are shrews,
mice and voles, millions of creatures in
their own hidey holes. So lie in the
grass and take time for a rest.

See if you can spot me, I'll

be waving my crest!

Let’s fly back in time, the Jurassic, oh WOW!
When creatures called ammonites lived here
somehow. They swam in an ocean that was
lovely and hot, they had sharp beaks and

tentacles and sea-salty snot!

Next came the glaciers and Watchtree was
frozen, this is 400 million years after the
volcanic explosion! Then footprints arrived, it
was Stone Age folks, and here was an
ancient woodland of pine trees and oaks.

Then the Celts and the farmers cleared the
land and built clay dabbin houses from mud,
straw and sand. Barley fields swayed in the
warm summer air, but Romans and Reivers
said, “You better BEWARE... “We like this
spot and we’ve come for your treasure, we
will take your farms and your money with
pleasure.” But the folks who lived here were
clever, you see, and they climbed a tall Oak

and called it Watchtree!

Can you find this symbol on your map?

Turn over to find out more about life on the last

farm at Watchtree...

In winter | go sleeping in walls, roots
and logs and | share the woods with
the toads and the frogs. When the
sun starts to shine it’s time to wake.
In springtime we’ll all make our way
to the lake.

We hop past the feeders, we wave at
the deer and we hide in the leaves
when the herons are near. The
woodlands are magic, it’s where
woodspirits hide it's where witches
make broomsticks and dragonflies
glide.
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Listen for cuckoos in April, “CUCK-
O0O0Q”. If you are here at dusk hear
the owls say “TWIT-TWOOQO”.

Our friends the woodpeckers love to
peck little holes and to suck up the
grubs and to tease all the trolls!

So when in the woodlands
REMEMBER to watch for fairies and
pixies that live in the moss and for
wizards and nixies making their spells
and enjoy all the magic and foresty
smells.

Now, can you imagine the skies filled
with wings, not the feathery kind like
larks or starlings, but huge Lancaster
bombers and Hurricane fighters

and Typhoon planes coming back from
all-nighters!

There were runways, radio towers and
secret stores for unused bombs and
spy craft and more.The Royal Air
Force were based here you see, so the
birds and the bees said it got rather
busy!

Next came the wind farms and
turbines so high, reaching sixty-eight
metres up into the sky.

They harness the breeze at incredible
speed and supply us with electricity
that you and me need.

Now | love lagoons and our Iakes
just dreamy but on hot summerd \
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But then to this land a great sadness
came and the land filled with tears and
the sky with flame. The earth fell silent
and Watchtree turned black...

But now there’s a magic that’s bringing
life back.

Foot and Mouth Disease devastated
the farming community in 2001.
Watchtree was used for the mass
culling and burial of nearly 500,000
animals. You can still see the burial
ditches along the grasslands. As
Watchtree was the UKs largest
mass burial site it seems

only right to remember

the lives that were lost.

| tell my young newtlets that we all
need each other, to look after the
Earth and your sisters and brothers. |
tell them that something quite
special’s arising, that our home is
unique and in all ways surprising.

Coz under your feet, something’s
starting to grow. Watchtree’s coming
alive and she’ll put on a show. So go
and explore and see Watchtree’s full
glory and together we’ll make the next
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The Adventures of Flash & Iris

A Story Walk around

Watchtree Nature Reserve

By Anja Phoenix

Easy to follow Map & Story

Explore, spot things & search for clues on the way




